
’ new YORK, Oct 24 — In 
-Philadelphia, despite news- 
paper reports to the eon- 
trary, poliee intelligence of- 
ficers say they know noth- 
ing about r the man ever 
.‘•being in. that city. : , 

In St Louis, where he was 
reported spotted' several 
weeks, ago, the ; police say 
the report was untrue. 



And the police here say 
they don’t care about all 
that. They have their man in 
custody for the crime they 
say he committed here, and 
where he’s been recently is 
no concern of theirs. Whv 
not try the FBI? ■ ..... - 



, . The FBI, which sought the 

man m vain for 1% years - 
has refused to comment. ’ 

■ -.The man is H. Rap Brown. 1 

•His presnece had been re- 
ported nearly everywhere 
confirmed nowhere. The 
I mystery that has sur- 
rounded him ’ since he 
dropped from sight in Mar y, 
land has, ■ if ■ anything, deep- 
ened with his capture here a 
week- ago. And his friends 
' and sympathisers, who say ' 
they do not • know where 
Brown has been and would 
not tell even if they did, are 
-puzzled and disillusioned by 

his reported involvement in 

pie gunpoint stickup of a 
Manhattan taproom, V 

; The man himself, inacces- 
sible to the press in' a 
guarded lOth-floor room in ' 

! Boosevelt Hospital, denies 
: to his lawyer that he is. 

i Brown. He says he is Roy 
: Williams, born in Alabama 

; and lately of the state of 
; Mississippi. 



; Print Testimony 

* His fingerprints say other- 
; wise. Three sets have been 
: , token and they testify that 
; the man is Brown- Aecord- 
: ingly, the suspect was ar- 
: raigned as Hubert Geroid 
Brown, age 28, charged by 
: the people of the state of 
flew York with robbery and 
attempted murder. 



i 1 His lawyer, William M 
Kunstler, who has known 
j and represented Brown in 
his varied legal troubles for 
; years, |ays the man in the 
Hospital does not look like 
i B rown - Until he hears cbn- 

; Brmation from the man him- 
self or from a member of , 
; Brown’s family, ■ Kunstler I 
i says he will say the man is I 
not Brown. • , Members of j 
Brown’s family, including 
#is wife; ’ halve visited the 
hospital but have said noth- 
: jpg publicly about what thev 

i tound. Kunstler says' all he 
•' " has heard from the man in ' 
the hospital is that he does . 
h°t waht him as his lawyer, 
j . Among dozens of police- 



, ana mack ac- 

i' v e J iers - interviewed 
: last wee k, hbwever, 

mere appears to be little 

fa°r+ b R th n the sus P ect is in 
fact Rap Brown. 

It is under that name that 

his case will be presented to 

a grand jury next month bv 
Assistant District ' Attorney 
Stephen Sawyer. Brown is 
charged with being one of 
four persons who held up 
pe tavern and its custom- 

VlSt t ' .— : • *• 

Brown was shot and seri- 
ously wounded, police said 
when pursuing officers cor - 1 
nered him onvthe roof of an 

onowi-iv. am!, t »•» . ** 



i uii tueroox of an 

{ apartment building hear the 
f tavern and saw that he was 
vanned. 

I .. ■ij® pan who once said 
I? that violence is as Ameri- 
l| can as cherry pie” had a 
i chance to fire but did not 
the police report says. Two 
policemen had been 
wounded earlier when the 
robbers came out of the tav- 
ern firing. : : 

Variety of Theories 
Almost immediately after 
his capture, reports began to 
surface about where Brown 



i , “ uu wnat He had 

, been doing in the 17 months 
. since he jumped bail and 
failed to appear for trial in 

rising MA * on charges ar- 
ismg from a 1967 racial dis- 
tobance in Cambridge, Md. 
Brown who had made a 
strongly worded speech to 
^ people of; Cambridge’s 
black community just before 
the disorders broke out, was . 

m arson, conn- ’ 
3 t0 . ^ S0 P riotandin- 
citing to riot. . ■ 

Wf ?W “, Uved Harlem, at- 
tracting, less and less I atten- 

des pte other criminal 
tt™ 8S h W 0ffier imrisdic- 
th a % be J™. eea the time of 

the Cambridge incident and 
* un ® of his scheduled 
MarylMd trial in 1970. He 

“ d not appear for that trial 

nnhi n - been seen in 

m?^ n ^ at r eastnotso ^ 
xne HBI , or police officers i 

were aware of it 

One-, theory about his 
whereabouts that was 

that te bf f 'r, M i eapture was 1 

mat he had been in St 
appears to have 

« 1 f n J£ aseti oa the fact that 

the three .other men ar- 



L Betty 23, Levi Valentine, 
24, and Arthur Young,. 26 

were all at one . time asso- 
ciated with a St Louis mili- 
tant orgmuzation called the 
Black Liberators. All three 
men ■ .were wanted in St 
Louis and had been arrested 
mere a combined total of 45 





But according to Capt. 
Earl Halveland of the St 
Louis police department’s 
intelligence division, none 
of the three have been in St. 
Louis recently. < There are 
constant reports that Petty, 
identified as a former body- 
guard far Brown, had been 
in town, Halveland said, but 
it usually turned out to be 
his brother. 

If Brown himself had 
1 be . e n in St. Louis, Halveland 
, said, the police would have 
. known it and he would have 
\ been arrested. 

The next report had 
Brown in Philadelphia, 

; where he was allegedly part 
of a stickup ring that in- 
cluded the three men he 
was 'arrested with. A check 
with the district attorney’s 
office there and with the po- 
. lice intelligence squad pro- 
; duced denials. 

At police headquarters 
; here, Sgt. Ed Powells, a 
i. spokesman for the depart- 
j ment, said the New York po- 
' lice have no real interest 
i other than curiosity. Brown 
| is held here on several 
charges, which is all they 
j need, he said. 

Besides, the police here 
have other things to worry 
: about The department is 
: suffering through a highly 
; • publicized investigation into 
: reports of systematic cor- 
I ruption, which has driven 
the Brown case out of the 
■■ newspapers and out of many 
: . people’s minds. 

At the 20th detective 
; squad, which is handling the 
robbery case, they say they 
have no interest in where 
Brown has . been and know 
nothing about it 

Only FBI Probing 
And so it goes with the 
FBI, the district attorney’s 
office, and even Brown’s old 
* friends. Of them all, only 
: the FBI appears to be con- 
i ducting an investigation. 




The most persistent 
rumor here is that Brown ■ 
has spent much of his time 
as a fugitive living in Har- 
lem. . Confirmation is diffi- . 
cult for an outsider to ob- 
tain because anyone who Ad- 
mits knowing where Brown 
was. could possibly be 
charged by the FBI with 
harboring a fugitive. One 
person said he declined an 
invitation to play In a foot- 
ball game in Central Park 
when he heard that Brown 
would be there. 

Like all of those inter- 
viewed who were former 
friends of Brown or asso- 
ciated with him from the 
civil rights movement, the 
man asked that his : nim. 
not be published. Other pet- 
sons communicated only 
through reputable third par 
ties. Lv’": 

One man who frequently 
. joined, the Central Park 
football games where Brown 
played before he went un- 
derground, said that if 
Brown was in Harlem he 
had made ho effort to con- 
tact his friends. He said it 
would be uncharacteristic of 
Brown to participate in a 
robbery, adding cryptically 
that money was available if 
Brown heeded it. 

“I can say with great cer- 
tainty that the cat I knew 
would not have done, this,” 
he said. “I knew him too 
well to believe that he could 
have done that” 

Still, many of those inter- 
viewed feel that the man 
in the bed is indeed Brown 
and if - the police are right 
about the holdup, then 
Brown has shamed the civil 
rights, movement with an. act 
of banditry. 

Proposes Tribunal 

One former colleague of 
Brown’s from the old Har- 
lem civil rights days put it 
this way: “I would set up a 
tribunal of black people. I 
would ask him if what the 
police say is really true. If 
he says he was in on the 
stickup, then it would bust 
him ...” 

There appears to belittle 
inclination to view Brown as 
a martyr to the movement 
or a victim of a police con- 
spiracy, like George Jackson 
or Angela Davis. 

But there are those who 
call for understanding, who 
recall that Brown had lived 
in underground America for 




1 Associated Press 

H. Bap Brown at his 1968 trial in New Orleans. 

nearly two years* pursued, 
unable to see his wife, know- 
ing that old friends might 
■ turn out to be informers.- : ' 

Gerald Lefcourt, -the 
white lawyer who hanm<>d 
the defense of 21 Black 
: Panthers here last spring, 

: called Brown an “important 
symbol” and “the most per- 
secuted man of the 1960s.” 

He acknowledged that a 
possible “save Bap Brown” I 
: movement has not yet sur- 
faced, if only because the 
i m an in the hospital denies 
he is Brown. Moreover, Lef- 
. court says, there are many 
who feel that if Brown did 
commit the stickup, he has 
become unworthy of sup- 
port” 

This view is shared by 
some Harlem, activists who 
question whether Brown 
was important to their 
movement to begin with. 






Some of those contacted 
described Brown as a crea- 
tion of the media, a man 
who lacked a real base of 
support in the black commu- 
nity and'whose only claim, to 
leadership was the fact that 
Stokely Carmichael named 
•him his successor as ‘ chair- 
man of the Student Nonvi- 
olent (now National) Coordi- j 
notin g Committee. I 

In the spring of 1970— 
about the time Brown was 

; scheduled to be tried— Time 

magazine 'asked, pollster. 
Louis Harris to survey the 
attitudes of black Amen- | 



cans. A list was compiled of 
organizations and persons 
respected by blacks. Brown, 
who was then making the 
FBI’s 10-most-wanted - list, 
failed to make the list com- 
piled by Harris. . i 

Sources close to" the 
Brown case say that a group 
is being Termed to raise 
money for the ; defense. 
Meetings have been held to 
• discuss what one source 
: , with close ties to the de- 
fense describes as the “polit- 
ical line.” 

“A political position will 
be made clear ih; the fu- 
' ture,” this soprce said, re- 



questing anonymity. “There 
is a political group forming 
found him-Tpeo^le 
S hare to 

ilin?* rewm be a Political 





